
A number of College-NOW 

seniors are working on a 

project that could the change 

the lives of many villagers in 

Malawi, Africa.  Ken Eke-

gren, Assistant Professor in 

Engineering Technology, is 

heading for Malawi this 

summer on a mission 

trip with his wife and 

other church members.  

With the help of the 

College-NOW students, 

the villagers will be 

introduced to solar cook-

ing with the hope that 

they will not have to rely 

on the dwindling supply 

of wood in their country.  

A vast majority of Afri-

can countries are suffer-

ing from rapid deforesta-

tion, and solar cooking 

will enable them to util-

ize the available abun-

dant sunlight for free, 

sustainable cooking 

energy.  The College-

NOW students plan to 

build and test various types 

of solar cookers, with the 

goal of providing the best 

type of cooker for a remote, 

tropical, third world environ-

ment.  In addition to solar 

cooking food, the students 

will also be testing the effec-

tiveness of using solar en-

ergy to pasteurize drinking 

water. 

Written by Ken Ekegren 

 

Whatôs New and Exciting at NC State ï
Kehoeé College-NOW students to provide 

solar cooking for African villagers.  

North Central State College leads the pack in 
Miamiôs BS Degree Completion program. 
North Central State College 

engineering technology 

graduates have the opportu-

nity to obtain a BS degree 

from Miami of Ohio using 

videoconferencing.  NC 

State graduates take an addi-

tional year of ñbridgeò 

courses here at the college, 

and then enroll in the two 

year evening Miami pro-

gram.  All Miami courses are 

delivered to the Kehoe Cen-

ter, as either web based 

classes or live videoconfer-

ences.  NC State College has 

been in partnership with 

Miami for over eight years, 

and now has the largest num-

ber of students in the state-

wide program.  There are 

currently five colleges that 

offer the Miami BS program, 

with plans to add several 

more colleges this year. 

Written by Ken Ekegren 
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Video Conference with Disney animator 

Michael Kaschalk, New DMT major, and 

a Printing course for Digital Arts. 

The NCSC Curriculum Committee has 

accepted the DMT departmentôs proposal to 

create a new Video and Animation major.  

Pending acceptance from the Ohio Board of 

Regents the new major will start in the Fall 

of 2009.  

People interested in the field of video, au-

dio, special effects and animation produc-

tion will have an opportunity to earn a de-

gree in Digital Technology . Students will 

have the opportunity to receive instruction 

and hands-on experience in producing video 

in the TV studio as well as in the field. Stu-

dents will be creating audio programming 

for NCSCôs low powered radio station. In 

addition, students will receive training in 

2D and 3D animation and the production of 

special effects. 

This new major can open up doors for peo-

ple who are interested in looking for entry 

level jobs in the field of video, audio, ani-

mation and special effects. 

The DMT department has also made some 

changes in the Digital Arts (Graphic design) 

area. This fall students in the graphics area 

will be taking classes in printing technology 

including the areas of screen printing, digi-

tal, ink jet, and offset. Theses classes will 

be provided in partnership with the Pioneer 

Technology Career & Technology Center. 

Disney animator Michael Kaschalk talked 

with DMT students this past quarter on his 

experiences with Disney. Michael worked 

on a number of films including the recently 

released Bolt. The video conference was a 

great success allowing students to ask im-

portant question about the industry and the 

process of creating animation. The one hour 

conference was made possible when DMT 

student Jarrod Schoenberger mentioned his 

family relationship to DMT professor Lynn 

Damberger. Along with the technical assis-

tance of Brian Baldridge the conference 

allowed students to ask professional, per-

sonal, and artistic questions about what it 

takes to work for Disney. 

Written by Matthew Cupach 

Emma Ichorn is a Northmor Freshman who en-

tered her robot in at the High School level.   

The club has members that are presently 

enrolled here at NCSC as well as alumni, 

and a student from Northmor High School. 

We have had t-shirts made for the club and 

you will be seeing them around the school 

soon. We will be making another order for t

-shirts if anyone is interested in purchasing 

one they should contact me. We can print 

onto long sleeve t-shirts, sweatshirts, as 

well as the short sleeved t-shirts.  

The Mechatronics club will be attending the 

National Robotics Challenge on April 17th 

and 18th. We have 10 robots that are being 

entered into the competition including 9 

maze robots and one sumo robot. We are all 

still hard at work on our robots and will be 

working through spring 

break to get our robots 

done. We have received 

sponsorship from the 

NCSC Foundation and 

SpaceTEC. 

Anyone interested in ordering a T-shirt or joining 

the club, can contact Christie at 419-755-4543 or 

email her at crawls@ncstatecollege.edu. 

 

Written by 

Christie Rawls 

Logo designed by 

Becky Stanley,  

DMT student 
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Mechatronics Club Update! 

The NCSC Mechatronics Club took 10 

robots designed and built by club mem-

bers to the National Robotics challenge 

Saturday, April 18.  A robot designed 

by NCSC student Richard Gast took 

first place in the Robot Maze contest, 

beating the closest college competitor 

by 19 seconds! 

The Mechatronics Club 100 pound, 

self-controlled Sumo robot also took 

3rd place for the Heavywieght Sumo 
competition. 

Kudos to all the Club members, Club 

President Christie Rawls, Katy 

Schoonyan, Emma Eichorn, Richard 

Gast, Jim Larson, Jim Price, Adam 

Floro, Richard Karsmizki and Brian 

Baldridge for their hard work and dedi-

cation.  (Several of the team members 

worked at Kehoe until 2:00 AM Friday 

night to get everything ready for Satur-

day!) 

This year had its biggest turnout of 

colleges and universities ever.  

The Mechatronics Club would espe-

cially like to thank the NCSC Founda-

tion and SpaceTec for sponsoring our 

Trip. 

Written by  Randy Storms 
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Microsoft offers college students a 

special price for the Microsoft Of-

fice 2007 Ultimate Edition ï only 

$59.95!  

The Ultimate Edition, which includes 

Word, Excel, Access, PowerPoint, 

Outlook, OneNote, Groove, Pub-

lisher, InfoPath, and Accounting 

Express, retails at $679.95. This is a 

savings for OUR students of $620! 

Eligibility requirements are:  

A valid e-mail address at an educa-

tional institution ending with the 

domain suffix .EDU OR have a valid 

email address at one of the approved  

educational institutions (North Cen-

tral State College is on this list.) 

and  

You must be a student at a U.S. edu-

cational institution and must be ac-

tively enrolled in at least 0.5 course 

credit and be able to provide proof of 

enrollment upon request.   

To purchase and download this prod-

uct, students should go to: 

www.microsoft.com/student/

discounts/theultimatesteal-us/ 

Please contact Carmen Morrison at 419-755

-4865 or cmorrison@ncstatecollege.edu 

Faculty, you can purchase the Microsoft 

Office 2007 Professional Edition to install 

on your home computer for only $15.  

This is part of our site License Agreement 

with Microsoft, and it can be obtained by 

contacting the I.T. Department (Vickie 

Kissel at 419-755-4734 or vkis-

sel@ncstatecollege.edu). 

Written by  Carmen Morrison 
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Rising Stars Engineering Camp! 

June 15-19 or June 22-26 

 Exciting Courses: 

Robotics * Green Engineering * Aeronautical Engineering * Physics  

Fun Games: 

Flatball * The Name Game * Waterball Volleyball * Magic Boots  

òAeronautical Engineering will be launching 93 D & E (3ft) sized Rockets ...you 
canõt miss this!ó 

 

More Info at: www.collegetechprep/risingstars.html or Contact DeAnna 
Strauss at #419-7554764 

http://www.collegetechprep/risingstars.html
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degree through the Miami BS degree com-

pletion program.  These students gained full 

time employment with their associates de-

gree, and will soon add a BS diploma to 

their resume.  Congratulations to our gradu-

ates! 

Written by Ken Ekegren 

Several NC State students that graduated 

from the College-NOW program are now 

nearing completion of their BS degree in 

Engineering Technology from Miami of 

Ohio.  These College-NOW students spent 

their junior and senior high school years at 

North Central State College, where they 

received their high school diploma and their 

associates degree in electromechanical en-

gineering at the same time.  Now a number 

of them are finishing up their bachelorôs 

Students in the Mechanical Engineering 

Technology Project Design Class are work-

ing in conjunction with local Miami Uni-

versity students in the B.S. Degree Comple-

tion Program to build an auxiliary power 

trailer.  This trailer will provide extended 

range for the NC State ElecTRUCK.  The 

electric powered S-10 that students con-

verted last spring has a range of about 40 

miles on battery power alone, but with the 

new Auxiliary Power Trailer, it will be able 

to travel up to 250 miles before refueling 

and recharging.  While the Miami U. sen-

iors are assembling the trailer, our NC State 

students are modifying the ElecTRUCK to 

accept the additional power.  The trailer 

will provide enough power for the truck to 

maintain 50 mph on level ground, while the 

main battery pack will be available for ac-

celeration and going up inclines.  This ar-

rangement using electric power with an 

onboard generator is simi-

lar to the new Chevy Volt 

electric car that General 

Motors will be offering as 

a 2010 model.            

Written by Ken Ekegren 

 

 

        Auxiliary Power Trailer 

 

 

highway speeds.  The NC State project 

class modified the ElecTRUCK to accept 

the 15 kilowatts of power into the system ï 

which is enough power to run two typical 

homes on a hot summer day!  This power 

setup is similar in concept to next yearôs 

Chevy Volt, except the NC State Elec-

TRUCK is here now!    

Written by Ken Ekegren 

Last year, NC State students converted a 

Chevy S-10 to pure electric power.  How-

ever, the batteries only provided a range of 

about 40 miles.  This year, in a collabora-

tive effort with our Miami BS degree com-

pletion students, the combined team has 

built an Auxiliary Power Trailer that is 

designed to extend the range of the Elec-

TRUCK to 200 miles!  Miami seniors have 

designed and assembled the engine powered 

generator that is capable of delivering 

enough power for the truck to cruise at 
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College-NOW students go on for their BS degree. 

The Miami/NC State Auxiliary Power Trailer!  

NC State & Miami Engineering Technology students go Electric! 


