
During the Summer, 17 
teachers and electric ve-
hicle enthusiasts partici-
pated in a two week long 
workshop to convert a 
standard gas powered 
Dodge Neon over to pure 
electric power.  The 
workshop was developed 
ŀǎ ŀ ά¢Ǌŀƛƴ ǘƘŜ ¢ǊŀƛƴŜǊέ 
class for teachers to take 
back to their own class-
rooms.  The workshop 
consisted of daily lessons 
on various aspects of 
electric vehicles, alterna-
tive fuels and battery 
technology.  It was led by 
Ken Ekegren, Assistant 
Professor of Engineering 
Technology. 

The 1998 Neon was do-

nated by Tony Shaffer, an 
engineering student who 
is currently serving in the 
Coast Guard in Afghani-
stan.  Financial support 
for the conversion kit 
came from a number of 
foundations, including 
Richland Bank, First En-
ergy, McCullum Founda-
tion, Shelby Foundation 
and our own NC State 
Foundation.  Buck-
eye Chrysler-Jeep-
Dodge donated 
the labor to re-
move the engine 
and the rest of the 
gasoline related 
components. 

There are now 
twelve 12-volt 

deep cycle batteries that 
can be charged overnight 
to provide the Neon with 
a range of about 30 miles.  
The car will be used by 
the mail department to 
for its daily mail run to 
the Kehoe Center.  Over-
all, the workshop was a 
great success! Thank you 
Ken! 

Written By: Randy Storms 

Electric Car Conversion Workshop - 
A Success!!! 

NeonτThe finished product. 
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Ken Ekegren with 
the Workshop par-
ticipants, the 
ά9ƭŜŎ¢w¦/YΣέ ŀƴŘ 
ǘƘŜ ά9ƭŜŎǘǊƛ/!wΦέ 



For the third year we will be hosting 
the annual Women in IT event at the 
Kehoe Center in Shelby, on Friday,  
November 14, 2008. 

Women in IT was the 
brainchild of the CISCO 
ŎƻƳǇŀƴȅΣ  ǘƘŜ ǿƻǊƭŘΩǎ 
leading supplier of net-
working equipment and 
network management 
for the Internet.   CISCO 
is working with the Na-
tional Center for Women 
in Technology to provide 
άǎǘǳŘŜƴǘǎΣ ǇŀǊŜƴǘǎ ŀƴŘ 
educators with a variety of tips for 
encouraging young women to excel in 
math, computing and technology, 
along with sample lesson plans for 
ǘŜŀŎƘƛƴƎ ŎƻƳǇǳǘƛƴƎ ǘƻ ƎƛǊƭǎΦέ 

This year over twenty-five 2-year and 
4-ȅŜŀǊ ŎƻƭƭŜƎŜǎ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ƘƻǎǘƛƴƎ hƘƛƻΨǎ 
Women in IT event, a day-long seminar 
with hands-on activities designed to 
introduce young ladies to a variety of 

areas in science and technology fields. 

At Kehoe we will be introducing the 
students to a variety of technologies in 
Digital Arts, Music, 3-D Drafting, how 

learning can be done on-
line, and other areas.  
Precinct 13 Entertain-
ment will be bringing a 
crew and props for a 
keynote presentation on 
the development of 
high-tech movie produc-
tion.  Formed in 2004 by 
film Director / Producer 
/ Writer / Special Effects 

Creator Robert Kurtzman, P13 is a pre-
miere, full-service, state-of-the-art 
media production facility. P13 offers 
cutting-edge visual effects, special 
make up and creature effects for film 
and television.   Precinct 13 Entertain-
ment in located in Crestline, Ohio. 

As a follow-up, the Technology and 

Workforce Development Division will 

have an Open House on March 12, 

2008.  This open house will be for the 

general public with special invitations 

to all the young women (and their par-

Ŝƴǘǎύ ǿƘƻ ǇŀǊǘƛŎƛǇŀǘŜ ƛƴ bƻǾŜƳōŜǊΩǎ 

event.   Mark your calendars and come 

visit with our students and see their 

projects.  

 
Written By : Randy Storms 

For more information go to: 

http://www.ncstatecollege.edu/visit/

WeAreIT/ 

and enthusiasts in Engineering. The 
Mechatronics Club is for students in 
electrical, mechanical, or any other 
discipline who are interested in 
robotics or mechatronics.  

Anyone can be a member of 
this club! Our purpose is to not 
only provide social activities 
but also enhance our under-
standing of the field of mecha-
tronics. We aim to do this with 
our participation in the Na-
tional Robotics Challenge, 
possible field trips to various 
industrial sites and by holding 

Engineering Design student Christie 
Rawls has been instrumental in the 
development of a new club at NCSCτ
the Mechatronics Club.    
 
The Mission State-
ment of the 
Mechatronics 
Club is as follows:   

ά²ƛǘƘ ŎƘŀƴƎƛƴƎ 
technology there 
has to be a club to 
support the inter-
ests of students 

our own com-
ǇŜǘƛǘƛƻƴǎΦέ 
Anyone inter-

ested in join-

ing the club, 

or if you 

know of a 

student (K-

16) who 

might be in-

terested, can 

contact Christie at 419-755-4543 or email 

her at crawls@ncstatecollege.edu. 
Written By: Randy Storms 
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New at NCSCτThe Mechatronics Club 

NEWS LETTER 

2007 We are IT 

Maze robot designed by an 
Engineering student. 

2007 We are IT 

ά{ǳƳƻōƻǘέ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ bŀǘƛƻƴŀƭ wƻπ
botics Challenge (2008) 

November 14, 2008 
9:00am�v 1:30pm 

NCSC Kehoe Center, Shelby 
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